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Abstract

Based on a multi-scalar view on globalization, this paper explores how globalization is constructed through various forms of interactions between actors and forces operating at different geographical scales. In particular, it examines how the forces having territorial interests at different geographical scales can interact with others through the politics of “jumping-scale” and how the territorially mobilized inter-scalar interactions can influence the ways in which the nation state promotes globalization of a national economy. More specifically, with empirical focus on the “Jeju International Free City” project in South Korea, this paper explores the ways in which this project has been shaped by 1) the politics of local economic development, organized by place-dependent actors in Jeju, and their efforts for “jumping scale” to mobilize the material and discursive power of extra-local forces for the advantage of local developmental projects they are pursuing and 2) the nation-state’s “spatially selective liberalization” strategy, which has been adapted under a particular condition of politically contested processes of “neo-liberalization” in South Korea. 
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